IT ҆ S  SPRINGTIME! ALL IS GREEN AND BEAUTIFUL.                                                                     WE CELEBRATED EARTH DAY.

        The Most of my students really liked the sci-fi children's novel „Eco  Eco“ by author Hrvoje Hitrec  ( part of 4th grade school's reading ). The author is trying to raise awareness on the still relevant problem of environmental pollution. It is considered a complicated issue and the author doesn't believe that it'll go away in a couple of days. As such he comes up with the robots - Ruttlers (space-janitors). 

He believes children can carry on the ideas of eco-friendliness in hopes of inspiring change in future generations. 
(That is why we would like to offer the summary of this eco-story. Maybe it will get you interested in helping us „save the world“ from pollution or at least lessen damage caused by ecological disasters.)
                                   Name of novel: Eco-Eco
Author: Hrvoje Hitrec

Genres:  children's school reading, sci-fi, eco-story
Setting: Hamster's Hill – suburb , a settlement in between the city and the mountains

Space: Mucky, a planet overflowing with filth;                                                                                Bon, a clean and orderly planet

Time of action: during a year

Character analysis:
Vesna – a bright, curious and fun-loving girl if a bit reckless. She enjoys helping out her friends and bravely teams up with Eco to beat the Muckies and restore the universe to cleanliness and order.
Eco-Eco –a short blueskinned alien with wide nostrils who wears a shiny white suit adorned with a silver belt.  He is kind, peace-loving and constantly perplexed by humanity's actions. Vesna helps him out in his noble goal of beating the Muckies and as such he rewards her with five Ruttlers to forever keep the Earth clean.
Talkie and Walkie – trickster twins, prone to jokes, teasing and play. Still, they don't mind assisting when needed and so decide to help Eco in rescuing the Bonnians and his sister.

Governor Garbage – The Big Garbage Trash -  ruler of planet Muck, he is afraid of soap, detergents and cologne. Never bathed, even the mirror tells him: „You are the most disgusting guy in the whole universe. So endlessly foul you feel sick even when you look upon yourself on me, your mirror.“
Crunchy – loves his friend Vesna and would do anything for her. Is a big help in their adventure thanks to his height and weight. 

The message: It is important to keep Earth from harm lest we end up destroying the environment, the animals and ourselves. We too could benefit from the assistance of planet Bon and the Ruttlers to save our planet from neglect.
SUMMARY:

       There once was a girl named Vesna who lived in a town called Hamster's Hill- a suburb between the city and the mountains. She spent her days playing, arguing and otherwise hanging around with other children: the twins Talkie and Walkie,  her friend Crunchy and brother Yummy. One day, she was out picking mushrooms by Ana's cave when she met the most odd looking little man. Fear overtook her at first but soon gave way to understanding. The man was scared as well! He turned out to be a kind alien who introduced himself as Eco-Eco. 
His translator was broken and as such he was forced to repeat every word at least once.  Despite that, he manages to explain how he  is a space-janitor from planet Bon, how he spends his time cleaning up space with two robot Ruttlers and how his entire people were kidnapped by the evil Muckies and their leader: Governor Big Garbage Trash. Vesna decided to help Eco and along with her friends flew out into space. Together with the Vases ( an alien people who grew flowers instead of hair) they set out to defeat the Muckies and free the Bonnians and Eco's sister Eca. After a week-long battle involving soap, shampoo, detergent, cologne and flowers, the evil was defeated. The Muckies were destroyed and their leader captured. The Vases cheerfully remain on their planet while Vesna and Eco  return to planet Bon. 
After a great celebration and a tearful farewell,  Vesna and her friends return to Earth along with five new robot Ruttlers. At first they were scared of what their parents might say after such a long trip but they were met with only kisses and hugs. The parents, relieved that their kids were unharmed, were simply happy to have them back. 
